
 

 

 

 

 

“Jesus wept” 
  
This image of Jesus weeping at the tomb of his friend Lazarus is a powerful one. Yet 

it also moves us to ask the question, “why is the One who knows that He will 
conquer death, and also proclaimed to Martha that He is the Resurrection and the 
Life now weeping at the tomb of His friend Lazarus? Where is the hope to be found 

in this manifestation of human emotion?” 
  
In so many ways, isn’t this question (reflection) so appropriate for us at this time of 
so much uncertainty and in so many cases—loss? Who of us at this time isn’t 

experiencing some sort of struggle with fear, anxiety, doubt, depression, confusion, 
and sometimes the temptation to despair? Most of us are struggling with these-- 
daily. And does it mean that because we have these ‘emotions’ and even at times 

feel a certain darkness or even doubt that we are lacking in faith? The fact that 
Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus, knowing full well that ‘hope’ and ‘life’ would 

triumph tells us that in fact, NO…the struggle with these emotions and with doubt is 
not a indicative necessarily of a lack faith. And anyone who claims otherwise really 
doesn’t get it. 
  
In so many ways, this Gospel reminds us that what makes us human is not to be 

belittled or cheapened. The Christian spiritual life is not an invitation to become 
‘super-heroes’ with no feelings and no reactions. The Christian spiritual life is NOT 

stoicism. Also, it’s easy to ‘walk in hope’ when everything is seemingly care free. 
It’s easy to feel ‘ecstatic’ when all things are fine and there are no struggles. It’s 
when we face times such as the ones we are in now that the real depth of what 

‘hope’ means is revealed to us. (or can be if we are open) Hope isn’t magic. Magic 
is the belief that we can just sort of ‘ritualize’ away bad things and usher in good 

things. Our faith doesn’t teach that.  The authentic Christian faith reminds us that 
more often than not, it is from the vantage point of being in the darkness (doubt 
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etc) that we seek Light. We are thirsty and we seek the Living Water. (last week’s 
Gospel actually) We are hungry, and we seek the Bread of Life! 
  
I often refer to one of the Resurrection narratives where Mary Magdalene also 

weeps…at the tomb of Jesus, and she is weeping even though she is (eventually) 
viewing the risen Lord but doesn’t realize it at first. That’s us. Sometimes we view 

the Risen One through all the positive and beautiful manifestations of life. And we 
MUST continue to do so…regardless. But also, sometimes we view the Risen Saviour 
through eyes that have been weeping…like Mary Magdalene. 
  

Jesus Wept  


