
 

 

[ENGLISH] 
 

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday. 

In the Eastern Church, they speak of “St. Thomas Sunday”, obviously 
because the Gospel this Sunday is taken from John 20 and the emphasis is 

on the fact that Thomas insisted on “seeing before believing”.  
 

In years past the homily highlighted the ‘faith struggle’, if you will, of St. 
Thomas. Actually, I have in recent years chosen as my ‘working hypothesis’ 

that in fact the story of St. Thomas was not first about doubt but about the 
desire to believe! I also suggested that Thomas was no different than the 

others with regards to the experience of ‘doubt’.  

 
So, let’s view this Gospel from a slightly different angle. Instead of 

emphasizing “doubting Thomas” let’s look at the larger picture; let us look at 
the behaviour of ALL of the apostles in the ‘upper room’ who after the brutal 

death of Jesus, were absolutely frightened—and they had reason to be. First 
of all, they witnessed how low human nature can go and also how hateful 

and violent men can be. They experienced the fallout of lies and power 
struggles and actually--godlessness. Sadly, when people think of 

‘godlessness’ they think of a ‘loose’ lifestyle; but I mean ‘godlessness’ in 
reference to rejecting  Jesus’ plea to be ‘humble servants’ as opposed to 

seeking ‘power’ ---and--- the death of Jesus was a direct result of the desire 
for power and sheer hatred and violence and lack of deep respect for human 

life. Life was rendered ‘cheap’ for the sake of egos being stroked and power 
plays and positions of comfortable authority and entitlement. So, all of this 

just to give us a bit of an insight into why the apostles were frightened and 

were hiding behind locked doors. They were completely justified in being 
afraid. It WAS a nasty world out there.  

 
But it doesn’t end there. See, even after they DID break bread with the 

Risen Saviour, eventually, these apostles and the early movement of what 
was called “followers of Jesus” (the early Christians) would face enormous 

 

Sunday April 19, 2020 

Sermon of Father Bob 



 

 

challenges and many of these challenges were no less ‘violent’ and ‘chaotic’ 

than what they had seen leading up to the death of Jesus. In summary, life 
was never going to be the same…ever again.  

 
Pope Francis said “Christ’s resurrection is not a happy ending in a movie, but 

the intervention of God the Father where human hope is shattered.”  So, 
these frightened apostles would eventually go out into the world and face a 

lot of challenges…life was going to be different in so many ways. 

YET…something in them was transformed. They were a people of Hope! And 
hope doesn’t mean ‘fairy tale’ endings, like  Pope Francis alludes to but hope 

allows us to face life…dead on…knowing we are not alone.  
 

For us today, on the ‘other side’ of our doors…is a new future we have yet to 
comprehend…or even discover actually, because there are so many 

unknowns. It can probably be stated, that we are at the start of a paradigm 
shift! All aspects of our life will be different going forward. COVID19 may 

just be a warning shot, or as some scientists have said, “the dress 
rehearsal”. (I don’t want to think about it too much because I will lose more 

marbles…and I don’t have many left…hahahahahaha) Our way of interacting 
will be different in the near future—the concept of ‘economics’ will be 

different (hopefully more just)—how we build and how we maintain and even 
how we come together for worship…will be different. 

 

Whatever ‘normal’ will be after we begin to come out from behind our ‘self-
isolation doors’…it will be a ‘new’ normal. That is a fact. The world we face 

will be different. It will take time before we come to that ‘new normal’. Trial 
and error will be the order of the day. But here is what is so important for us 

as people who call ourselves “people of Hope”—just like the apostles and the 
early Christians grew into a ‘new world’, so too will we. Remember, God 

cannot be ‘contained’ in a box…God is everywhere! GOD IS. God is not 
limited by anything…not even…as we have seen…our regular religious 

routines. Maybe that was the gift we were given during this time…an 
encounter with God in the desert, or even in the ‘dark night of the soul’. St. 

John of the Cross reminds us in his writings that at some point in the 
authentic spiritual life, even the ‘nice consolations’ are not there…yet that is 

when we are closest to God.  
 

Our Creed proclaims about Jesus… “…he descended into hell…” That sounds 

shocking in a way. But what it means is that, there is NO DARKNESS that 
the LIGHT which is Christ our God …cannot overcome! 

  
 

And how do we know that the future doesn’t bring us yet a new depth to 
what we call revelation? I believe people of faith expect that, because if God 

is not limited by time or space or our ‘ideas’ and even our images of 



 

 

God…then the possibilities of encountering this Loving God  in the very 

depths of our being  in so many ways…are endless…truly! 


