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Today, with Passion Sunday, or ‘Palm Sunday’ we begin our journey into Holy 
Week. It will certainly be a different journey for us this year, that’s for certain.  

When Jesus enters the Holy City, Jerusalem, and is welcomed as a “King” with 

shouts of “Hosanna to the Son of David” etc. …little did the people in those crowds 
know that soon after this event, was to begin a journey into all sorts of chaos and 
suffering and even, in an earthly sense…defeat. Shortly after the “Triumphal Entry” 

…Our Lord confronts the money changers in the Temple and also soon finds himself 
at odds and in conflict with the religious authorities. This is really not what was 

anticipated by those who earlier shouted out in joy and expectation “Hosanna to the 
Son of David”. They were expecting the beginning of the end in some ways. They 
were expecting that Jesus was going to initiate a revolution of sorts and that the 

people would be set free from the tyranny of Roman oppression. But that’s not 
what happens. In fact, Jesus had warned His apostles long before that things were 

going to turn sour and even dangerous. They might not have completely believed 
Him or felt perhaps they could change the course of events. Obviously this did not 
happen.  

Instead, Jesus confronts the authorities and challenges many of them, and I’m 
talking about the religious authorities who, by the way, many, profited from a 
certain ‘arrangement’ with the Roman government. Jesus challenged the way the 

poor were treated and how many were apparently “left out”…even in the name of 
religious ‘purity’ or regulations. Then, before you know it, there is a plot that begins 

to develop to stop this “Jesus of Nazareth” and eventually to have Him killed.  

So, what started as a celebration of a King who would lead the people to freedom, 
ended with total defeat and humiliation and chaos. It was a tragic end. In their 
minds.  
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For us, this year, we don’t get to celebrate with nice vestments and processions 

with blessed Palms and beautiful chant. We enter Holy Week in a manner we truly 
never imagined only a few weeks ago. We enter Holy Week with uncertainty about 

so many things…BASIC THINGS… and even in so many cases… it’s just plain 
survival! We enter Holy Week crippled by a Global Pandemic and our ‘celebrations’ 
will be ‘virtual’ so to speak, save for the celebrants conducting the services for live 

streaming. Even these will seem different…something will be missing. It won’t feel 
normal. We truly feel the crisis.  

It’s still Holy Week regardless!  We commemorate that which already happened. 

And when these things originally took place, it was not a matter of nicely 
choreographed liturgies with lovely chant and fine incense…but it was the 
experience of raw human suffering and in fact facing the darkness with little to no 

comfort or relief. It was to say the least, a brutal affair. The worst of human nature 
came to the foreground to wreak havoc on the innocent and the good.  AND 

YET…and here is the important part…Jesus NEVER backed down! He never turned 
away! He FACED THE DARKNESS! He faced the darkness…and he CONQUERED the 
darkness!  

We walk with Him. We too will face whatever it is we need to face…WITH HIM--
WITH HOPE! And for me to elaborate any further would almost cheapen the 
message at this point. It’s simple… HE FACED THE DARKNESS! HE OVERCAME THE 

DARKNESS! That’s it. That’s the message. And THAT’S our hope! 

 


